NAL SAFETY COUNCIL IS
/AHARASHTRA CHAPTER . 1. 5. Hreiat 3

Scanned by CamScanner



SRS TR

Estimates by the World Health Organization
suggest that, on a yearly basis, road crashes kill 1.25 million

eople—nearly 3400 road fatalities per day—and injure up
to 50 million. Traffic injuries are not equally spread over the
world, however; some countries are hit harder than others,
and the chance of being killed in a road crash depends on
where one lives. Af.rr-f* t 90% of all traffic casualties occur
in low and midt?le—l“ tries (LMIC). Globally, the
number of fatalities 1. ations (mortality rate)
ranges from less the he rate is less than
9 in high-income c« ges around 20

in LMIC, with the A iting the highest
rate (26.6). While rc een positive in
HIC over the last fev not reveal
a positive story: ro= Icrease to

almost 2 million per

The United ol se
on road safety and | tack
safety crisis. Consic ; it level of road safety to
pe unacceptable, th J has taken several initiatives. One
effort, the Decade of Action for Road Safety 2011-2020, has
generated substantial activity around the world over the last
couple of years. Furthermore, it is very encouraging that the
UN included road safety in the Sustainable Developmept
Goals that it laid out in September 2015. Road safety is
part of the public health agenda and the urban development
agenda. Measured in “real actions,” however, the responses
so far from the overall global community and individual
countries do not suggest that we are on the right track to
bringing down the death toll on roads.
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nan The future of road safety: A Perspective

n: A perspective by United Way Mumbai

local circumstances differ. The
principles of successful HIC
strategies are applicable, but the
priorities and action plans should
take root in and align with local
conditions.

In the Indian context,
the road safety issue needs to
be considered from economic,
put'ic health, familial and
live hood points of view. Road
fatalies affect every segment
of the society, but it is the lower
income families who are most
adversely hit, with minor to
severe consequences in terms d
of not only loss of wages alone, but also complications in the
form of disabilities, complexities in family structure, children’s
education and onset of mental stress. According to the report
released by the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways in
the year 2015, there were over 5 lakh road crashes leading
to 1.46 lakh deaths and over 5 lakhs injuries. Therefore, the
need for enhancing the state of road safety on Indian roads
is rising in an alarming manner. The problem of road safety
in India is a multi-faceted one and therefore this requires
improvement in Engineering, Enforcement, Education and
Emergency Response Care, all aimed at better road safety.
Some of the key causal factors in the country is the dearth
of skilled drivers, which is aggravated by the ignorance of
the drivers in safe driving, the inadequate licensing system
as well as the lack of culture of safety at large. But recent
trends seem to be quite promising and there are some
positive visible changes in this gloomy scenario, reflecting
the outcome of various initiatives, including efforts by local
government bodies, police, corporates and civil society
organizations. The government has taken up wide range of
policy interventions to address this complex issue.

We have all observed the rising numbers of two
wheeler vehicles over the years, bringing with them a sharp
increase in fatalities, due to poor safety habits of the riders.
According to accidents data published by the Ministry of
Road Transport & Highways for year 2015, road accidents
have killed 146,000 people in India; out of this 33% (48,348)
people belong to the age group of 15 to 24 years. 25%
(36,803) of the deaths were caused due to accidents
involving Two Wheelers. It is important to note that, while on
one hand, India is set to become the youngest nation in the
world by 2020 and on the other hand, the numbers of youth
Killed in road crashes are on the rise. Therefore, there is
an urgent need for intervention by multiple stakeholders in
various directions to improve the state of road safety in the
country.

United Way Mumbai (UWM) is a civil society
organization and has a long legacy of community impact
| entions. Public Safety is one of UWM's pillars o

s; therefore, Road Safety is a matter of concern for
. United for Road Safety (URS), a project th
trol, is UWM's systematic & professior
long lasting community impe
- Youth and Two Wheeler Riders in
ms to educate and sensitize the tv.
series of high impact interventions.
orking to mobilize youth volunteers

Jayanti Shukla
CEO, UWM
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